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and bring the money with them, and when they got
to the place to lay it out in the purchase of whatever
they liked for food, and eat it there and rejoice.
They were also, as we know, directed at an assigned
time to " afflict their souls " as a memorial of their
sins. The rejoicing and the afflicting themselves
were both alike enjoined, the one in connection
with the bounty of God, the other in connection
with the sin of man ; as if to keep alive in their
minds that God willed their happiness, and that the
unhappiness that they experienced was brought upon
them through their own fault.

I have already more than once dwelt on the
difficulty we with our finite minds feel when we
endeavour to grasp the idea of God. I have men-
tioned it in connection with the attempt to reconcile
the ideas of omnipresence and personality. As I
have reason, from a letter I received, to think that
what I said on the latter head may have been mis-
understood, it may be well to repeat, and to state
more distinctly, that the term "personality" was
used in a qualified sense; as merely asserting the
possession of mind, will, design, in contradistinction
to an assemblage of what are looked on as mindless
laws of nature.

But naturally the difficulty of reconciling the
ideas of omnipresence and personality is not the